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beam In upon them, and dissipate the darkness
in which they had been involved? The period
of their infidelity is marked by no such determi-
nate boundary. Reason, and thought, and inquiry,
had little or nothing to do with it. Having for
many years lived careless and irreligious lives, and
associated with companions equally careless and
irreligious; not by force of study and reflection,
but rather by the lapse of time, they at length
attained to their infidel maturity. It is worthy of
remark, that where any are reclaimed from infi-
delity, it is generally by a process much more ra-
tional than that which has been here described.
Something awakens them to reflection. They ex-
amine, they consider, and at length yield their
assent to Christianity on what they deem sufficient
grounds.

From the account here given, it appears plainly
that infidelity is generally the offspring of preju-
dice, and that its success is chiefly to be ascribed
to the depravity of the moral character. This fact
is confirmed by the undeniable truth, that in so-
defies, which consist of individuals, infidelity is the
natural fruit, not so much of a studious and dis-
putatious, as of a dissipated and vicious age. It
diffuses itself in proportion as the general morals
decline; and it is embraced with less apprehen-
sion, when every infidel is kept in spirits, by see-
ing many around him who are sharing fortunes with
himself.

To any fair mind this consideration alone might
be offered, as suggesting a strong argument -against
infidelity, and in favour of Revelation. And the
friends of Christianity might justly retort the charge,
which their opponents often urge with no little affec-
tation of superior wisdom, that we implicitly sur-
render ourselves to the influence of prejudice, instead